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7.  Actually  carry  out  the  Will  of  Dr.   Sun
Yat-sen.
8.  Immediately call a National Salvation Con-
ference.
The eight items above are the points of National
Salvation unanimously maintained by us and by all
the Military and Civilians throughout the North-west.
We, therefore, hope that you gentlemen will stoop
to meet public sentiment and sincerely adopt these
demands, so as to open one line of life for the future,
and remedy past mistakes that have been the ruin of
the country. The great cause is before us: it does not
permit glancing backward. We only hope to carry out
the policies here maintained for the liberation and
benefit of the country. As to our merit or guilt, we
leave this to the judgment of our fellow-countrymen.
In sending this telegram, we urgently await your
order.
SIANFU, December iath, 1936."
This manifesto was signed by Chang Hsueh-liang,
Yang Hu-cheng, Yu Hsueh-chung, and a number of
commanders from the Tungpei and i7th Route
armies. But in addition it was signed by Chiang Ting-
wen, Chen Ch'eng, and some of the best-known of
Chiang Kai-shek's generals, not to mention Shao Li-
tzu, and various officials who were, at the moment,
hardly free agents. To use the names of leaders known
to be hostile to the very spirit of the manifesto was a
tactical error of the first magnitude; it deceived no
one, and tended to discredit the motives of the Young
Marshal in circles that might have given his pro-
gramme a favourable reception. Chang was a bad
tactician; and many more people saw the list of
signatures than ever saw the full text of his telegram,
All manifestoes in China are apt to be rather